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Each month, school safety committees review student and 
staff accidents.  In this issue of School Safety Matters, 

we remind schools of the following safety corollary: “All 
accidents are predicted by one or more close calls that hap-
pen fi rst.  There are no exceptions to this corollary”  A close 
call can be defi ned as a disruption of good order in which 
no one is injured and no property is seriously damaged. 
Some examples are, tripping on a power cord but not fall-
ing or getting injured, discovering evidence of a small fi re 
that caused little or no damage, or students engaged in horseplay in a science lab 
setting.  The best way to prevent accidents is to pay attention to these close calls 
and determine their cause.  If we eliminate that, we have prevented an accident.  
A close call has told us an accident is coming sooner or later.  It is everyone’s 
responsibility to identify its cause, take the necessary steps to eliminate it and 
prevent an accident from ever happening.  A close call is never inconsequential.  
It is instead a prophetic message, an announcement and a warning.

Spring Forward
Daylight savings begins on 
Sunday, March 9.  It is impor-
tant that exterior lighting timer 
clocks get changed to ensure 
campuses are well lit and safe.

Hazardous Materials  
We would like to remind 
schools to contact Risk Man-
agement to pick up any waste 
materials not suited for normal 
trash disposal.  This includes 
unneeded science chemicals, 
fuels, solvents or anything that 
should not go to a landfi ll or 
be poured down the drain.  It 
is important that these materi-
als be in their original contain-
ers or their contents properly 
identifi ed.  If you have any 
such materials, notify your 
custodians so that we can 
have it safely and properly 
removed.

Please call Risk Management at ext. 4560 if we can help you with any safety question or 
if you have any safety tips that should be forwarded to the rest of the District.

Shutting Down for Break
Any time schools are empty for an extended period of time, it is a good idea to 
check for potential security risks.  Therefore, we would like to ask for help from 
our teachers and other District staff who do not work in our buildings over spring 
break.  Following a few simple procedures will go a long way toward protecting 
building contents and valuables.

• Turn off and unplug small appliances such as toasters and coffee pots
• Take home your valuable personal property
• Lock away laptops and other electronics whenever possible (important:   
 phones and computers cannot be unplugged or disconnected)
• Close all exterior windows and blinds

It is always important to check door locks, window security, lights and the alarm 
system before vacating any of our buildings.  However, the longer the break, the 
greater the risk of theft or vandalism.  By being a little more vigilant, we can go a 
long way toward ensuring our buildings are safe and secure when we return from 
spring break.

We salute our Classifi ed Staff during Classifi ed Appreciation Week!


